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EDITOR'S NOTES 


APOLOGIES and MEA 
CULPAS to all for the lateness 
of this issue. Moving is S U CH 
fun! Repairs to the house are 
taking longer than expected and the 
photocopier was damaged in the 
moving. 


In the last issue, 1 had promised a 
lot of new stuff now to compensate 
for the junk then. Alas, only Hugh 
Howie has contributed anything in 
volume, so if you are bored to 
death by the smug owners of Gold 
Cards, write something yourself (or 
get a Gold Card (they're only $500 
from Mechanical Affinity!). 


Is the QL dead? The Gold Card is 
out, even Digital Precision, never 
one to blow -anything but its own 
horn, calls it the QL product of the 
year. And speaking of DP, it 
announces that it is shipping 
C-PORT, the long awaited translator 
of SuperBASIC to code that can be 
compiled with a number of 
C-compilers. Only £89.95, or £99.95 
with the fabulous C68 compiler. 


Thanks to Helen Armstrong of QL 
World and author Robin Stevenson 
whose article in the December QL 
World on the QL in North America 
gives NESQLUG (and many others) 
excellent coverage. 


PINALLY, we are dclighted to 
report that membership has 
continued to climb, and we have a 
positive balance in the treasury. 
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of the New England Sinclair QL User 
Group. It is published bi-monthly. 


Annual membership is $10.00 (stu- 
dents $5.00) in North America. The 
rest of the world - $15.00 air mail. 


We mect monthly on the first Sat- 
urday of odd-numbered months and 
the first Sunday of evcn numbered 
months. If that's a holiday weekend, 
we meet the following weekend. 


NEXT MEETINGS 


NESQLUG meets from 11:00am to 
4:00pm, Saturday, January 4, at the 
home of Al & Dorothy Boehm, 33 
Selfridge Road, Bedford, MA. Call 
(617) 275-1097 for directions. Come 
9:00 to 10:00 for coffee and set up. 


In February it meets from 1:00pm to 
4:00pm, Sunday, Feb 2, at a location 
as yet to be determined. 
sess 

Our exchange policy is simple: we- 
send-you-ours-if-you-send-us-yours 
(WSYOIYSUY) and you have 
something to say about the QL. 


Please forward exchange issues to 
Mike Jonas, 1691 Cambridge St., 
Canbridge, MA 02138. 


Unless copywritten by the author, 
articles/listings are in the public 
domain. Attribution is requested. 


Phone 
(617) 275-1097 
(508) 362-5322 


(617) 233-3671 


(617) 889-0830 
(617) 876-7251 
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FLASH! 


by Peter Hale 
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Some of you have heard about the 
QL World article on the QL in North 
America. This article was nice and 
painted a very good picture of the 
scene here. 


One little throw-away in the article 
has created what may be the 
biggest event in QL-dom in the 
nineties: that the QL rights to North 
America were not included in the 
Amstrad dcal that tied up Q-DOS. 


Details are sketchy but we hear 
that European QL software houses 
are excited about the prospects of 
creating a ROM based QL emulator 
for Ataris/Amigas so that QL soft- 
ware can tap that huge North 
American installed harware base. 


Also you heard it here that Miracle 
will soon rclease a video card for 
the QL with at least 120 colors and 
graphic resolution of at least VGA 
quality. It is said that there will 
be two boards - one compatible with 
any machine, and a special version 
integrating the GOLD CARD! 


WOW! and who said that the QL is 
an. orphan machine. Look out Big 
Blue, Silicon Valley and all the rest 
of you dwecbs! 
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MEETING MINUTES 


by Joyce Blaho 


The Off-month meeting was held on 
the weekend of August 2 to 4 at the 
home of Bill and Mary Cable in 
Cornish, New Hampshire. 


Members were invited to a barbeque 
and slumber party and arrived 
sporadically: from Friday through 
Sunday. Son, Rigel, and dog, Tess, 
also welcomed the computerists. 


Their house is not your typical 
house found in the suburbs. They 
draw water from a well and gen- 
erate their own electricity from 
solar panels. They recycle as much 
as possible. . Even rainwater is col- 
lected for some household use. 


Saturday involved some: show and 
tell on a one-to-one basis, but the 
focus of the meeting was a visit to 
Tariki Pottery factory about 6 miles 
from the Cable's. They make large 
pieces of ceramic pottery for 
decoration in homes and yards, from 
waterfalls to chairs in lovely colors 
found only in ceramic art. 


The purpose of the visit was to see 
the use of the QL in the manage- 
ment of the company. Bill Cable 
had developed specialized Archive 
software (now available as a 
commercial product called QLERK.) 
A template is set up for entries of 
new accounts and tranasactions so 
that all documentation for billing 
and tax purposes is automatically 
recorded. Automatic closing of 
records prevents lost databases. 


The setup includes 3 Seikosha 
printers, one of which is dedicated 
just to check printing. Kevin 
O'Leary, the manager, said that it is 
easier to switch printers than to 
constantly load and unload paper. 
A third printer is a backup, as is 
one of the QLs. 


Although many QL owners find the 
membrane keyboard to be a problem, 
in the dusty environment of a cer- 
amic workshop it is an advantage. 
Continued p. 9 
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IFE DISK POLICY 
by Peter Hale 


As many of you are aware, over 90 
3.5" disks were received from the 
IFE in Germany comprising software 
from user groups around the world. 


We allocated club funds to purchase 
100 each of 5.25" and 3.5" disks to 
make backups. At present the 
Scottish, Dutch, German and French 
libraries are complete. 


Also complete are 
distribution of the IFE database. 
This is a single disk with a 
description of each title on the 90 
plus disks, referencing the disk 
number. 


copies for 


NESQLUG members may request 
a frec copy of the IFE database 
disk, but you are warned. It is 
only available on 1440 sector format 
(either 3.5" or 5.25") and requires 
memory expansion of at least 512K. 
The database file itself is so large 
it will not fit on anything less. 


be shipped in the 
if you send $0.52 


Your copy will 
desired format, 


cents postage, or with the next 
newsletter if you don't send 
postage. You must let us know 


your format! 


When you locate titles you want, 
send a formatted 1440 sector disk 
(or two 720 sector disks) to Peter 
Male, 168 Bellingham St, Chelsea, MA 
02150 together with $0.52 postage 
for the first disk and $0.23 cents 
postage for each additional disk. 
We regret the need to request that 
you layout funds, but the volume 
just won't permit free distribution. 


DON’T anticipate ordering the 
whole library. No one would want it 
for personal use. The variety is so 
great that you can't possibly be 
interested in all of it. 


Be warned that many titles are 
duplicated throughout the different 
PD libraries. As with the NESQLib 


disks, user groups have key- 
punched published programs. Those 
where English is not the official 
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always, 
their 


language often, but not 
translate the screens to 
language. 


Much original software is in local 
languages, but if it is halfway 
decent, you can figure it out. It 
does not take a genius to realize 
that a (j/n) at the prompt stands 
for ja/nein, and many words in 
Romance languages sound like their 
corresponding English words. 
(Radar in Norwegian is fun!) 


The Seacoast group in Rhode Island 
is engaged in a translation of 
important Programs and their 
instructions to English, but we 
haven't heard the current status of 
the effort. 


So send in your orders for the IFE 
data base, and stock up on tractor 
feed paper. 


NESLib No? 
by Peter Hale 


Ed Kingsle announced the release of 
the NESQLib2 disk, the second in 
our PD library. A list of the titles 
with an abbreviated description is 
the centerfold this month. 


Ed, thanks for all your hard work 
to make this come together. 


If you had. ordered disk two when 
you scnt your order for disk one, it 
is enclosed with thi newsletter. 


HELP 117 
by Ed Kingsley 


The library received a great game 
of checkers (Chequers/Draughts) in 
SuperBASIC. 11 is an excellent game 
but very slow in the SB. 


We tried Super and Turbo charging, 
without success despite the author's 
comments that it was compilable. 
Perhaps it needs QLiberator. 


Can anyone with Q-Liberator contact 
me at the address/phone on the 
bottom of page one to volunteer? 1 
don't personally know of anyone 
with the program. 
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IFE Data_base 
REVIEW 


by Hugh H. Howie 


To begin with, this program 
requires ToolKit II to be present. 


The first thing I found when I 
loaded QED (the editor), according to 
the voluminous notes (exec_w 
flp1_QED, flpi_IFEdata_exe) which 
accompany the program, was that 
the screen display did not come on. 
Sure, I got the cursor on screen, 
but no menu or writing: of any kind. 
And when a key was pressed the 
cursor moved and having moved, 
moved on - and not a whit of what 
was writ remained. 


After a few [ENTERS] you are 
finally told a new file is being 
created, and this is the first thing 
you see on screen! ; 


I examined the directory, and loaded 
a few items to text87 to see what 
was there. I was surprised to find 
that if I wanted a hard copy of the 
IFE file, I would need 90 plus pages 
at 60 lines per page. Now I just 
ain't got that much paper around 
here, so I relied on what I could 
get from the program. 


This Library is very extensive in 
scope and vast in content. A short 
summary from the disc says there 
are 1231 packages (programs), 96180 
sectors, 7523 files (parts of pack- 
ages), and the size is 47 M/bytes. 


When accessed by the “BOOT” 
Program you are presented with a 
menu of how you would like to look 
at the contents, also QED Manual, 
and various circulars, etc. This is 
very easy to use. 


The difficulty I had is as 1 said at 
the beginning. When QED is used as 
Suggested, there's a blank screen 
with a flashing cursor in the mid- 
dic. Nothing typed at this point is 
visible. When [ENTER] is pressed, 
the cursor moves to another part of 
the screen with the same results. 
So how can you assess something 
when nothing shows on screen? 
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[ Editor's note. The full fledged 
QED is on Disk G013 (German 
library. Sorry 1 didn't know that 
when I sent you the copy.] 


NOTES ON IFE 
DISK T001 


by. Hugh H. Howie 


The following comments are based 
on a limited review of IFE Disc 
TOOl. It was not possible for me to 
cover all aspects as I do not have 
TURBO TOOLKIT which is required 
for certain programs. I did my best. 
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There are nine programs on this 
disk, which is a result of the 
efforts of the Scottish QL User 
Group. JI will deal with them in the 
order they appear on the disk. I 
hope my remarks will assist others 
to operate those programs. At least 
you will have a basis for your own 
operations; my own were not that 
successful, in part because I do not 
have the Turbo Toolkit extensions 
some of the programs require. 


(Ed. Note. copies of Turbo Toolkit 
extensions are on some disks in the 
IFE library, are supplied with some 
comercial software, and are in the 
public domain. A difficulty is that 
not all versions of extensions are 
downwardly compatible.} 


LABLER is the first program on the 
disk, and that is what it does. It 
prints labels. 


It is designed to operate on MDV, 
but this can easily be changed at 
line 40. The program prints one 
label or more copies of labels, and 
will store the names and addresses 
in the program for future use. 


Labels are printed 2 inches apart, 
but this may be altered at line 370 
to print at lesser distance. This 
could be a very useful program to 
have; a few minutes spent printing 
up a stock of most used labels 
could save a lot of time later. 
(Contin. page 7) 
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PROGRAM CAT 


boot EEE EEEEEEEE EEE EEE) 
CONTENTS aba ........... 
NES ibe dbf ........... 
INDSX2 COC ............. 
REAOme doe ............. 


ADORESS_bas Appl 
BUDGET aba App] 
CHEMISTRY bas Aco] 
COMPOSER bas Appl 
GROWTH Appl 
IEMon4DL doc Aopl 
JUPITER bas Appl 
LIFE_Expert_oas Apa) 
App] 

LOTTERY bas App] 
RETIRE App 
SOUNDbytes_bas Aop] 
er App] 

Di icTACtoe_bas Cane 
BREAK base 
6-057 bas Gane 
LUNAR _bas Game 
MALZ_oas Game 
DEALL Game 
RADAR_bas Base 
AKE dame 
VISCIOUS_Viper_bas Game 
BOUNCE bas graf 
PIC BLOSS bas af 


PIC_COUNTRYSIDE_bas Graf 


PIC_FeRRARI has traf 
PIC_PARALLEL bas Graf 
PIC_RAINSOW_bas Srat 
PIC_SALAL ‘Graf 
PIC_WHIR__bas Graf 
PIC_wORLD bas Graf 
A Deno bas Graf 
TURTLE_Fractals Graf 
z8erp Demo bas Ut 11 
CAT Uti} 
ChE CK _DISK Uti] 
CUSTOMK!T Utii 
DATEprint bas (til 
JIRTOASACUS Ut :1 
OTRtoOIR_bas util 
EDL INS Util 
FAST_COMPARE Util 
FAST_FOAMAT Utii 
INSTALL bas_ex Util 
JOtname_bas Util 
LDe= Util 
LiStscan Ut: 
REMCIiSD Util 
MEN Util 
PO0z4_COLDRS Util 
PME Util 
PCKESTR Util 
POSTnet bes Util 
P20Cnum Util 
RENAMED isk Util 
SCREEN Ui] 
SE TOATE Util 
SHR) Util 
VECTEXT Util 
WiNDex_bas Util 
WRITE Util 


TOTAL 61 Prograns 


You are encouraged to read the REAJse doc ard use the KESLib2 db! Ostabase File which contain more detail on the above Prog 
Programs listed with an EXTension (eg. _bas, ex, hem, Org, _doc, etc.) are single Files, compiete as listed. DEFAULT IS 


THE NESQLUS SOFTWARE LIBRARY 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION November 1991 


Getting started - the basics of the NESOLUS Library. 

This document, Print in condensed character oce ( +/- 17 cpi ). 
ARCHIVE Database with a Record describing each of these Programs, 
Single page QUILL document listing all Files on this disk. 

A letter of welcome and brief introduction to the MESLUS Library. 


A SuperBasic Randos Access Database for Names ard Adresses. 
ASACUS Template to help you plan your yeariy buccet. 
Periodic Table, Atowic Wgts and Chee:cal Syesols of the Elements. 
A music writing - playing program, Motes are entered on a staff, 
ABACUS Template to help you plan for specific capita! accrual. 
QUILL_doc outlining mod's recuirec to use an JEM Ponitor with D, 
Displays graphically the relative cos:zions of Jusster & 4 roons. 
Predicts your Life Span frog oersona! habits & faery history. 
Template to compare different Loan interests & terms. 
"Quick Pick” your 3, 4 or b number Lottery numbers. 
Template to help you plan Hetirenent Incoer. 
Anthology of Murmors from sne OL wears. Sound dytes for tne Œ. 
Compose, edit ausic, select & olay sedleys of your favorites, 


The age-old gaze played on a 4x4xáx& grid - very challenging 
Bricks, an 'o" the Paddle and you. 

Eat a pill, kill the Bnost and make :¢ hcae w/o hitting tne Wall. 
A lunar landing. You contro! the speec - con't rum out of fuel. 
A three dimensional Sabyrintn. You get to size che gaze. 

ASteaot to contro! a Dall rolling across uneven ‘terrain. 

Air Traffic Control of unknown aircraft in a war zone, 

Centipede clone. Guide seroent around the screen eating ‘things’. 
Centipede clone. Similar to Snake but with bonuses and hazards. 


A sisuiation of a bouncing Coin. (disk) No gravity, 
An ascending vortex of spheres rises to meet you ard .... ! 
Screen graohic of a back country road wending through pastures. 
A Ferrari Forwula One Racing Car. 
Cubist expressionism in moce 8. Random rectangles on soeec, 
Your asic Rainbow in the Sky with Jot 0’ Gold actif, 
` ane Souro of Silence from Beyond Ihe Grave! A “salking” skull. 
Atoms on exhibition. 
A pulti-colored view of the Worid & it’s geooolitical shadings, 
orogras “showing” (pseudo) aultitask:ng capaoiiities. 
Four Classic Fractals ‘drawn’ with O's Turtle Sraohics Commands. 


Explore the B=? Command - easily alter a!l paraseter values. 

A Suser3asic SXTension which, when called, DlRectories a Device. 
Your Disk 15 examined and any faulty sectors are revorted. 
Combines several MC Supertasic EXTensions into single RESPR File, 
ALTKEY routine (ALT + c) which prints the cate @ cursor position. 
Reads any Device DIRectory š creates an ABACUS Imoortiaole) File, 
Auzo-COPY a disc/mdv witn programs (DIRectory) :n any croer. 
Controls type, length of INPUT k permits use of default string, 
Compares lengths of Files on two media with the sane nane, 
Formats a disk witn the Sectors consecutive on each side. 
Compried version of PSION's INSTALL bas to inszal! Printer Cat. 
Gives a Name to an EXECutadle File that will show on JOES Table, 
Returns starting Line number of PROCecures. Use with LIST & EDIT. 
this will LIST a dasic progran dy “Pages® of 99 Line numbers. 

A graphic display (vertical line at screen right) of RAM memory, 
A Menu Window whicn you can custosize for your œm programs. 
Incex k selection quice to the availabie € 4 *Stipole® colors. 
Fiie Kandling Utility with DIR, VIEW, PRINT, & PATTERN MATCHING. 
Puts a string variate into RAM mesory immune to AUN, CLEAR, etc. 
Produces the Post Office Bar Code for any ZIP Code Nusser. 
Renumoers Basic LISTings so Fudctions 1 ures are è 100s, 
Rename your Diss w/o rerOA“ATing, find/change disk Check Number, 
SAVE and LOAD al! or partial sections of Screen to - from RAM. 

A multitasking OL Clock setter. It creates a "Lastcate" file. 
Play (2) octaves of music simply, with TUNE and TEMPO commands. 
Text Graphic programs, "JUSTIFY", ano ‘VECTEXT' massage strings. 
Cleans up SuperBasic Windows $O, 1, b 2, if they become corrusted. 
PRDCedure for sending Text Attributes to the screen as Jaraneters. 


DISK #2 


LIMITATIONS SOURCE CONTRIGUTER ` 


Single rote 


Soldering 
J5/P6 best 


SEP pitch 


JS/BG best 
Mod for JSU 


Scaled JSU 
WIV/TV Mode 


ack x 2 


Slow 


WIV/TV MODE 
1440 Sectors 
324 max file 
TK2 rea‘d 


TK2 Rea'd 


Disk only 
TK2 Rea'd 
To 29, 999 


Moce 8 
Skill req'd 


Linuss ) 20 


BEEP pitch 
(Fl) & TK2 


Author 


“wl 3cenn 


Ed Kingsley 
Ed Kingsley 
Ed Kingsley N= 
Ed Kingsley 
Ed Kingsley 


Ed Kingsley - 
Gary Norton 
Fred Romer 
Peter hale 


Bary Norton 
Bob Builder 


donas/Xingsley 
Peter Hale 


Shere Waterran 
Fred Romer 
Fred Rorer 
Peter rale 
Ernie Wider 
Dick Taylor 
Joyce 8laho 
Peter Hale 
Bary Norton 


Mike Jonas 


Ed Kingsley 
ter Hale 
Poter Hale 


Fred Rcaer 


Mike Mitchell 
Ed Kingsley 
Ec Kingsley 
Ed Kingsley 
Peter Hale 
Peter Hale 
Deter Yale 
Mixe Mitchel! 
Ed Kingsley 
Ed Kingsley 


Mike Jonas 
Fike Jonas 
Peter Hale 
Peter Hale 
Ed Kingsley 
Mike Mitchell 


i Boehm 
Mike Mitchell 
Mike Jonas 
Mike Jonas 
Ed Kingsley 
Ed Kingsley 


rars. 
PPI 


Programs without an 2XTension have one or more Associated Files. These have not heen shown in order to sinolifly the Index, 
Refer to KESOLib2_obf Arcnive Database, INDEX2_ doc (Duill File), or the media DISectory for the names of the Associated Files. 


NOTES ON IFE Continued from p. 4 
TURBO_ST_QL is a utility to transfer 
screens from Atari ST to QL format. 
As I do not have an Atari, I am 
unable to comment. 


CALENDAR_BAS, is a calendar cover- 
ing the years 1961 to 2028 by 
month. It appears on the right of 
the screen and can be very quickly 
scrolled from month to month. There 
is documentation in the TXT file. 


This calendar is different in that 
days are on the LEFT, in columns, 
and the weeks across the top, which 
is not as we are used to in North 
America. Display is good if you 
want this as a pop-up item. 


PFL_BAS is a Proc/FunC lister, and 
needs Turbo_toolkit, It is supposed 
to list all PROC/FN's in a loaded 
program, in alphabetical order, to 
the printer. Both a BASIC and a 
Turbocharged program are supplied. 


The 'BAS' version (by Tony Tebby 
Qjump 1984) has an error in 
expression at line 220. The 'exe' 
version gives messages that many 
things are ‘not loaded’, depending 
on whether exec or exec_w were 
used to load the program. Once 
again Turbo Toolkit is required. 


The ‘exe’ version is by "The Turbo 
team" so presumably not done at 
the same time. It also requires 
Turbo Toolkit. 


LIBMAN bas (by Easy Soft) is a 
utility to list the Procedures and 
Functions of a SuperBASIC file to 
screen or printer and extract a 
subset of them to another file, 


Once again I cannot give an opinion 
as it also calls for "turbo_exts'... 
And looks for IMPLICIT. 


FBACK is a fast non-selective back- 
up, ( Tony Tebby of QJUMP (1984 
and R. Blair 1990) to copy all files 
from source to destination. In the 
"BAS" program it gives bad name at 
line: 900 “buffer=respr(32768)", 


The exec (FBACK) sends the message 
among others that “Allocate is not 
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loaded)"; same message ` for 
Deallocate, Set Position, Get$ - ie. it 
needs Turbo Toolkit. 


PERPETUAL_CALENDAR is a calendar 
giving English years and Chinese 
years from 45 BC to 4000 AD. 
Chinese years are animals: ie. year 
of DOG or CAT or PIG or whatever. 
Works best in TV mode. 


MANDEMO_EXE is a variation on the 
Mandelbrot DEVPAC program by 
CVScft, written under Metacomco 
ED/ASM by Christian Cahn von 
Seelen, in Stuttgart, to whom you 
are constantly referred in operating 
this program. Really not a program 
but a DEMO of a program. 


I ran the demo a few times, with 
what little variation allowed. It is 
quite quick at drawing a picture. 
The program's speed is governed by 
the number of ITERATIONS you give 
it. One case I tried was with the 
new GOLD Card, using 20000 itera- 
tions, which took about 50 minutes. 
When I tried the same numbers on a 
Trump Card, that QL was puffing 
away 2 3/4 hours later. 1 didn't 
try any other memory expansion or 
Minerva owing to times involved. 


Once the program is running a 
number of options are shown on 
screen, but you can only use very 
few to get any results. 


Try the following short rundown of 
what I found made the system 
operate and progress from window 
to window. To deviate will most 
likely send you to the author. (I 
cursed him many times.) 


exec flpl_mandemo_exe. 
Reserve mem (start with 64). 
Select Calculator. 

SPACE for number input. 
x min -2 y min -2 
ENTER. Calculate area. 
No Julian Offsets. Select W/out calc. 
You are shown 64 bytes reserved. 
Select 2 for data. 

Iterations ? select 64 (to start with) 


width 4. 


Calculate (1). 
LOW (1) 
Now painting. Very quickly. 
(Cont next page) 
November/December 1991 


When painting is completed, you may 
then try EXPLOITATION and get the 
picture in black & white, Play here 
a short time. 


Out of all the various available 
options in each window, anything 
other than the above selection will 
send you back to Herr Seelen. 


Interesting demo, but limited. There 
is about 12K of info in the _doc file. 


CLASSICAL is the final entry on 
this disk and is another dungeons 
and dwarf, etc. word program. No 


pictures. No help. The program is 
written using Quill ` Adventure 
Writer. I am afraid my patience 


does not stretch to this type of 
game, so I give up easily. 


Summary says if you have Turbo 
Toolkit this could be a nice disc for 
your library. 


GOLD DIGGINGS 


by Hugh H. Howie 


‘way back many moons ago when the 
skics were clear and the air was 
baluy and warm, I decided I would 
like to do some Gold Digging, So I 
got out the old skein of skin and a 
bit of bone and spinach dye and 
sent off by pigeon post to the Old 
Country for the material to go after 
some Gold. ‘twas not long till the 
answer got back to me in the form 
of a card to plug into the end of 
my QL mule (I almost said Ass.) so 
I climbed on the back of my ole 
fricnd and off to the hills went 1. 


It was not long before I discovered 
that the Gold was just not where I 
wus told it was, so after a few 
hours digging around trying var- 
ious shortcuts, and long cuts, too, 1 
sent a letter off to the MIRACLE 
WORKERS and in short order 1 got a 
reply back with some more equip- 
ment lo do some more digging. 


It would appear that the ROM that 
came with the Gold in the first 
place, was a vcrsion 2.15. They sent 
a version 2.22 to replace it, and 
this worked real good. 
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Now there I go off in a hurry 
again. 1 forgot to tell you what the 
2.15 was doing to me. 


Well, it was like this ‘ere. When I 
tried to print out in two columns in 
text87, just like this article here, to 
be sure the'two columns got a bit 
mixed up criss-crossing and run- 
ning into each other, just like my 
old sled dogs used to mix it up a 
bit when they got a bit excited up 
in the gold country. Also, 1 was 
having a problem with the loss of 
characters when printing. Now you 
know yourselves that them little 
nuggets add up to a lot when they 
are not there, you just could not 
make head or tail of it, or them 
darn dogs either for that matter 
when the got a bit frisky. 


I also mentioned to them that my 
1.66 Minerva’ had a  hot-reset 
problem when used with Gold, and 
they told: me to get a modern 
Minerva. Seemingly the old one was 
a bit set in her ways and the 1.91 
version had a bit more oomph to 
her. a 


Anyhow, I substituted the 2.22 
spade for the 2.15 ROM and by golly 
the Gold began to fly. The print- 
out was near perfect. Better watch 
what I say here as someone might 
take me up on it, it WAS perfect. 


I next tried a Mandelbrot program 
and ran it on one system with Gold 
and at the same time I had the same 
program running in another machine 
on Trump. The Gold was completed 
in ten minutes, but 35 minutes later 
the Trump was still chugging along 
when I had to switch off because of 
a power cut. (The mule ran out of 
wind.) You could hear the little 
puffer saying "I think I can." 


Now I like to do two things at the 
same time occasionally, so I have my 
two systems net-worked, but this 
didn't work with the Gold! 


I switched the Gold for the old 
Miracle Cumana setup and got on 
fine, but back to the Gold and she 
no go. Oh well, back to the 
MIRACLE WORKERS again------ 
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. Now that was real nice. On 
September 26th I sent the letter to 
Miracle (In Merry England) about 
the Network problem, and today is 
October 11th and I got a reply! 
Now about that for service? 


The salient part of their reply is 
"Thank you for bringing the net- 
working problem to our attention. 
Tony Tebby has been notified and I 
will send you a replacement ROM 
when a fix has been found." 


So 1 thought that all I had to do 
was sit back and wait. 


But being a bit antsy, I couldn't 
wait and just for fun and games 
put the GOLD in another QL, and 
suddenly the network chugged to 
life. So the problem was in either 
the QL or its Power Supply and not 
with the GOLD! 


I cannot praise Miracle Systems 
highly enough for the atiention and 
-service they have provided. When I 
cot the Gold, it would not print a 
two column page using text87, so 
Miracle sent me a replacement ROM 
to fix that. With the GOLD order 1 
also asked for a disc adapter card 
to permit my Trump to operate 
three disks, but the ROM in the 
Trump was 1.21 instead of the 1.28 
required, so they gave me one of 
those. When 1 found that GOLD 
would not network, their reply was 
as instant as possible across the 
Atlantic, even though the problem 
turned out not to be with the GOLD. 
Can you ask for more? 


The person conducting this 
correspondance is M. E. Tomlinson. 
Thank you, WM. E., for your 


kindnesses. My 
red herring. 


apologies for the 


GOLD CARD ROM 
by Peter Hale 


Even the famed Tony Tebby 
Sometimes ‘makes boo-boos. Since 
it's release the Gold Card ROM has 
been upgraded to add features, and 
correct glitches. We hear that an 
early glitch related to the serial 
port, but we are not aware of the 
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specifics of all the changes. It 
does appear that the changes 
largley apply to compatibility with 
Minerva and some of the pointer 
environments. 


The best advice is to hold off 
upgrading intil you really find that 
you need it, and be sure that the 
problem is GC related and not a 
problem with something you did. 


Upgrade ROMS are free on request 
to Miracle. Direct your enquiries to 
M. E. Tomlinson at the address on 
your box. I received mine within 
two weeks of writing. 


An additional extension is now 
provided to slow down the Gold 
Card to make games playable. It is 
SLUG and takes a parameter. It is 
a bil weird, as it doesn't help with 


BEEPS, because it is keyboard 
sensitive. 
What this means is that the QL 


remains slow only if you occassion- 
ally press a key (as when inter- 
acting with a game.) Otherwise, it 
slowly returns to the native speed. 


I received ROM version 2.25, but 
this seems to be a bit of a moving 
target and your ROM number may 
be higher. 


The best advice would be to hold 
off asking for a new ROM until you 
run up against a problem, and even 
then check that it isn't your fault - 
like thinking the serial port is 
messed up when all that happened 
was you forgot to switch to the 
active printer. 


HH 

MINUTES Continued from page 2 

The membrane is not sensitive to 
dust and soot, and the absence of a 
fan in the QL keeps the dust to a 
minimum. Even drives are reliable, 
although occassionally the optics 
must be vacuumed! 


Many thanks to Mary, Bill, Rigel and 


Tess for what is hoped will be an 
annual event. 
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SEPTEMBER 14 meeting was held at 
the Chelsea Public. Library, in the 
historic Voting Room, used in the 
past as a poll. Around the room 
are are pictures of past politicians. 
Some pictures were very good 
showing the old technique of taking 
pictures on silver plates, 


The mceting was brisk and educa- 
tional. There were lengthy discus- 
sions over which other computer 
clubs to support, but it was felt 
that it should be an individual's 
decision. : 

have 


Treasurer's report was "We 


money." 


Secretary's report was that member- 
ship was down from last year's 40 
to 29. (Now over 35 - Ed) 


Disk librarian's report. Disk is still 
growing. Money was allocated for 
disks to backup the IFE library. 


Present at the meeting were Joyce 
Dlaho, Peter Hale, Mike Jonas, Sherm 
Waterman, Ed Kingsley, Al & Dorothy 
Dovim, Ray Klein, Gary Norton, and 
Will Horton. 


It was decided 
would assist 
newsletter liaison. 


that 
Fred 


Mike Jonas 
Romer as 


Mike Jonas presented a series of 
graphics programs from the IFE 
German library. It included a very 
colorful Mandelbrot program with 
the ability to zoom in on a segment 
and magnify it. 


Al Boehm demonstrated a Thor 
program that pictured clouds over 
various parts of the globe as seen 
by a satellite. The display was a 
formation of cumulus clouds in a 3- 
D effect. This was accentuated on a 
Printout from a color printer. We 
saw the printout, which had taken 
two days to be printed. 


Peter Hale demonstrated Softshoe 
Software's Draw Poker which 
supports 1-5 players. You choose a 
scat at the table. The QL plays the 
other hands. You necd plenty of 
woney - bets are in multiples of 
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$5.00 - but you get to keep your 
clothes on in this ‘program. 


Also demonstratedd from the IFE 
German disks were a bouncing, red- 
checkered ball on a grid backgound. 
The effect was generated by a 
series of screens that changed to 
give the appearance of a rotating, 
moving ball, “' 


Bouncing DNA strands were shown 
using the technique of subtracting 
the top line, scrolling, and adding a 
line to the bottom. 


Munichdraw from Elaborate Bytes 
showed a very attractive, well done 
skyline of Munich with the ability to 
change the color of the sky. 


There was a demo of the QL blowing 
bubbles, supposedly an old program 
to show what the QL was capable of 
in its early days. 


The Mike Jonas showed two original 
creations. The first, DISKCOPY, is a 
simple program to copy disks in a 
single drive system, by putting all 
the files that would fit into ramdisk 
memory, prompting for a disk swap, 
the writing to the backup, prompt- 
ing again, etc., until all files were 
copied. (Note: Mike uses a single 
disk system.) Also demonstrated 
was a short program to sort the 
directory of a media, appropriately 
called Directory Sort. 


OCTOBER 6 Special meeting was held 
at Will Horton's in East Providence, 
RI. The theme was C programming. 
The presentation was a joint effort 
by Will and Mke Jonas and began 
with an overview of several ways of 
programming: SuperBASIC, compiled 
SuperBASIC, Assembly language, and 
Cowpiled C programming. 


The distinctions between slower, 
interpreted higher level languages 
that must consult the interpreter 
each time a command is reached, as 
in SuperBASIC, the messier, but 
faster, code of compiled SuperBASIC, 
the fastest, but more difficult, 
Assembly language capable of dir- 
ectly accessing the microprocessor, 
and C were accompanied by 
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excellent diagrams. 


The discussions clarified many of 
the differences, so that the short 
introduction to C was in context. 


Unfortunately, there was not time 
for an extensive introduction to C 
itself, because Will and Judy treated 
us to an Octoberfest Buffet with all 
the trimmings. Thank you, Will and 
Judy! 


NESQLUG LIBRARY UPDATE 
December 1991 
by Ed Kingsley 


Well, all things come to those who 
wait. Except maybe patience. But, 
it's finally here, folks. Disk #2. No, 
please, don't all rush the stage at 
the same time. I hate that, but 1 
really do believe there's something 
for everyone this time (again)? 


(13) APPLICATIONS: Four ABACUS 
templates to plan your future, 
an Astronomy guide, two Music 
Composers, a Chemistry lesson, a 
Lottery Oracle and more. 

(9) GAMES: 3-D Tic Tac Toe, 3-D 
Maze, a Ghost Chaser, Air Traffic 
Control, 2 Centipede clones, etc. 

(11) GRAPHICS: Including a Ferrari 
Formula One Racer, Fractals, a 
World Map and a “talking” Skull. 

(28) UTILITIES: Check, Rename and 
Fast Format a Disk; play with 
BEEP sounds and music, put all 
RESPR boot utilities into a single 


file, Import a DIRectory into 
ABACUS, then ORDER it and 
reCOPY a Disk alphabetically, 


put a DIRectory on screen in 
columns, search for a file with 
only part of a File name, auto- 
matically renumber program lines 
with all PROCedures and FuNc- 
tions starting at “100's", print 
ZIP Code addess in USPS Dar 
Code, and much, much more. 


That's (61) Programs, (122) Files, 
and over 700K of good stuff, cheap. 
In fact, the Disk has (0) Sectors 
free - not even a measlcy Kilobyte 
of unused space! I did have to 
leave out a bit over 1/2 a Disk's 
worth of material though and, who 
knows, if we all live long enough, 
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there may be a Disk #3. 


I have not had the Beta support in 
testing this Disk that I had with 
Disk #1, so it's possible there may 
be some gliches. I have run these 
programs on JSU and MGUS ROMs 
with a Trump Card and they seem 
OK. I do not have a Gold Card 
(yet), nor a Thor. Youse are on 
your own. À number of programs 
had to be modified to work with 
more than one type of ROM and 
that's where I expect any troubles 
to be found. Please let me know 
about any problems that you find. 


We've now got a QL Library from 
the Toronto group and one from the 
Long Island, NY, group and we've 
recently acquired the Intergroup 
Freeware Exchange PD Library from 
Germany. There is definitely no 
dearth of software, but I've been 
trying to publish only what's not 
available elsewhere. The programs 
on Disk #2 and those left over from 
Disk #2 are, to my knowledge, not 
yet on any of these other compil- 
ations (however, if the Norwegian, 
Dutch, Italian, German IFE Libraries 
are ever translated, I could be 
proven wrong here). Our NESQLUG 
Disk #1 is a part of the IFE Library 
and Disk #2 (and #3?) will be also. 


Al Bochm is presently finishing some 
intriguing world mapping projects 
that we expect to see soon and 
soveral members have demonstrated 
quality vrograms which I hope 
they'll contribute to Disk #3. I'm 
particularly looking for original 
material. Here's a chance to be (QL) 
World fawous. So let's hear from 


some of those deaf ears out there. 


An APPRECIATION 
by Ed Kingsley 


Qdos to Will Horton and Mike Jonas 
for their articulate and detailed talk 
on the "C" language in October. 
Special thanks to Judy Horton for 
the sehr késtlich Octoberfest 
luncheon. Es war ausgezeichnet, 
Judy. Danke schén. And, thanks too, 
it was really delicious. Nexte jahr? 
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